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Dubai Healthcare City

Dubai Healthcare City (DHCC) is a healthcare free economic zone situated in the
Emirate of Dubai, United Arab Emirates. DHCC was launched in 2002 and was man-
dated by the government to meet the demand for high-quality, patient-centered
healthcare, and the main aim is to attract tourists to Dubai for medical services and
treatments.

Through strategic partnerships, DHCC provides a wide range of services in health-
care, medical education and research, pharmaceuticals, medical equipment, wellness
and allied support.

DHCC comprises two phases. Phase 1 of DHCC is dedicated to healthcare and medi-
cal education and covers 4.1 million square feet. Phase 2, which is under develop-
ment, is dedicated to wellness, and will cover 19 million square feet.

In 2014 alone, visits to DHCC were up 20 percent to 1.2 million from 1 million in
2011 n'F‘n]'nn]'\ 18 narcant woarae medical tanricte Acconrding fn NHOC the maoct non-
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ular procedures sought by medical tourists to DHCC include infertility, cosmetic and
dental treatments. Most medical tourists came to the DHCC from the Gulf Coopera-
tion Council area (37 percent) and wider Arab world (25 percent), though 20 percent
came from Europe and 18 from Asia
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JAFZA Set to Pump $354m into Dubai's Economy

Dubai's Jebel Ali Free Zone (Jafza) will become the first free zone in the UAE to return cash and
bank guarantees to its clients through its new Workforce Protection Programme initiative that is set
to roll out in September of this year.

The move by the GCC’s largest special economic zone, will provide added benefits to employees
and infuse Dh1.3 billion ($354 million) back into the emirate’s economy that companies can invest
in their operations and strengthen their businesses.

The decision is geared towards supporting goals set by Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashid Al Mak-
toum, Vice President and Prime Minister of the UAE and Ruler of Dubai, to improve worker rights
and protections under the UAE Government’s insurance initiative, said its top official.

Sultan Ahmed Bin Sulayem the Chairman of the Ports, Customs and Free Zone Corporation and
the Jebel Ali Free Zone Authority, said: "Jafza welcomes the UAE government’s latest initiative as
it will play a significant role in taking the country in the right direction.

One of the world’s leading free trade zones, Jafza is home to over 7,500 multinational companies
and accounts for 23.9% of total FDI (Foreign Direct Investment) flow into the country and it sus-
tains the employment of more than 135,000 people in the UAE.

Our people are our greatest assets, and we are committed to providing them with a fair work en-
vironment that ensures they receive all the rights, privileges, and protections that should be af-
forded to them as core contributors to the nation’s economy," noted Bin Sulayem.

Through the Workforce Protection Programme, Jafza is striving to raise standards for the
UAE’s private sector by providing businesses with a model they can emulate successfully.
Under the new Workforce Protection Programme, companies will avail insurance coverage that
will help protect the workers in case of wage default by their employers.

This coverage will extend to all existing Jafza sponsored employees, and will be applied by de-
fault to any new workers from the time they receive their work visas.

DP World, UAE Region and Jafza have adopted critical roles in Dubai’s economy as key em-
ployers, accounting for 16.2 per of the emirate’s total workforce.

Jebel Ali Port and Free Zone employees are 1.4 times more productive than the average UAE
employee, contributing to over 33% of Dubai’s GDP in 2017. Jafza also generated trade worth
$83.1 billion during that year.

As an integrated muiti-modal hub, Jafza offers sea, air and Iland connectivity, complemented by
extensive logistics facilities.-Trade Arabia News Service
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The World's Best Free Trade

For foreign investors and entrepreneurs, free trade zones provide a range of benefits including ex-
emption from customs duties, elimination of restrictions on quantitative import and other free
trade policies. FDI Magazine ranks the world's best free trade zones with particular emphasis on
the latest development projects and different benefits for investors. Find out more if you're look-
ing to start or expand your business abroad or you're searching for new career prospects

For the fourth year in a row, the United Arab Emirates tops the ranking for having the world's best
free trade zone. One of the most attractive destinations in the Middle East for foreign investment,
the United Arab Emirates can boast of significant improvements over the past year, especially in
the Dubai Multi Commodities Center (DMCC). In 2017, 2,000 new businesses added to the
14,805 existing companies. Bahri Group, a Saudi-based transportation and logistics company,
and Deliveroo, a UK-based company, made massive investments in the DMCC. Hasbro, Ameri-
can Express and Colgate-Palmolive are other major companies operating in the free trade zone.
The DMCC also plays a crucial role in events, hosting no less than 155 conferences and other
events in 2017. In the next decade, the DMCC aims at creating more than 10,000 new jobs
through significant infrastructure and development projects, some of which are underway

Founded in 1989 in the Chonburi Province, in Thailand, Amata City is the most attractive free
trade zone in the Asia Pacific region. Stretching over 4,121 hectares of land, Amata City hosts
more than 700 companies mainly from Japan and the rest of Asia. Many companies from
Europe and North America, including the USA and Canada, also operate within the free trade
zone. It's worth noting that Amata City accounts for nearly 10% of the national GDP thanks to
the expansion of sectors like automotive, metals, electronics and services, among others.
During the past year, there was an 18.4% growth in its labour market, which is the most signifi-
cant rate in the Asia-Pacific region. Today, Amata City counts more than 215,000 employees.
Investors can benefit from a developed infrastructure, including access to airports and seaports,
and major highways meeting the needs of supply chains and logistics. Autoliv, a Sweden-based
company, and Japan-based Bridgestone and Toyota are some of the largest companies operat-
ing within the free trade zone.
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